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ceneral Information. 


eNO REN orhecnscet na EEE ke aA a iT 


Frior to Vareh L952, Vtz Arty Reet [ee | an in?s enue. units an 


encineer battalion and a sirnal unit were stationed in Kessthely (¥ L/v ho). 


The motorized artillery recirent was quartered in two fourestory buildings, and 
the encineer battalion and the sitnal onit were jointly qvartered in a aew four-" 
-story building in: the rark of the frrrer gestetiok castle, In thie vark were 


also a kiteben onuilcinr, a cun shed, 2 arms and amrunition deccts and 2 rarages. 
The infantry unit wes qonterce in the castie. 


In fetrnary 1952, a Firing range, abput LOO x 50 wreters was ‘inder construction abont 
3 km nae of Kesgathely and 200 meters south cf. the road to Naryboldogass,onyfa 

(ea L/V 40). Immediately west of the firine rane vas an ammunition derot which 
consisted cf three buildings, #ach abeut 10 x 6 meters. Other cons struction work 

wae under way. é 


nm aren Tye m7 vraruiliery revivent consisted of a regimental head~ 


quarters and tines hattalions. Th* first battalion consisted of the artillery 
headquarters and 3 batteries, each with three platoons of two sections, A section 
consisted of one gun crew with one ECO and Tive soldiers. The strencth of the 
first battalion was estimated at about 150 soldiers, The second battalion had 

about the same erranization as the first battalion. The third ! cancel yon 4 ssn 

served as a trainine unit Zor [CCs. * 


Sy Cfricers known oe seurce incluced: “sijer Tslaze Papp, about 5C rears ol¢, rari- 
rental comvenders Captain Istvan Cara, abrut SO verrs old, cevcty, recinental 
Commanders cenior Lieutenant Laszlo “alla, rolitical of ‘teers Ssnior Lieetonent 
Istvan “ate, abeut 25 years old, commanding officer of the iret battalions 
Lieutenant Lasslo Yiss, about LO years old, mrlitical of icer of the first 
nattalien, end Lieutenant Melren Yarra, cemmancine rfficer of the Tirst t pattery. 

G& The artillery racinent was equinved with three 7femm AT ¢ 18, @ieht lee-rm. field 

25X11 hewitgers and a redium rorter. “ost of the soldiers were arred with V/L8 rifle 
anc a Tew were arred with 7/40 su ecenn Suns, The recinent had sicht 2-teon Cstpel 
trucks, 15 wearnon carriers and five jeans. * 
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Basie training was conducted during the period from 1 Noverber te 15 December 
1951, The artillery regiment was organized into a regimental headquarters battery . 
and two training batteries. Each battery was krought up to a strength of aporo- 
ximately 220 men with recruits and had three platoons, The twe training batteries 
were disbanded in mideDecerber 1951 and were reorganized into the first, second 
and third battalion. The best soldiers were assigned to the third battalion. In 
January 1952, a Soviet major, about L5 years old, inssected the regiment. In 
mid-February 1952, a two-day practice firing with live ammunition was held in 

the area of Doercegd (¥ L/D 36). . 


Mast of ths about 00 recruits ware young farm workers of the 1929 through 1931 
classes from the Vas Couuty. Very few of them were true Communists. Because 

they had known each other from childhood, there was no mutual distras i they 
spoke out frankly against the regime. 
[ |nest of the cadre personnel were staunch Communists, 


In December 1951, a decree issued by the Ministry of National Defense was read 
to the troops. This decree stated that, effective 1 January 1952, the previous 


_ address “corrade" for rrivates was abolished and was replaced by the address 


"harcos® or fighter, Soldiers holding ranks were to be addressed as "comrades" 
in addition to their rank. 


Engineer Battalion and Signal Unit. 
the personnel of the engineer battalion wore dark preen service eolor, Ten or 
15 three-ton trucks usually stood in front of the battalion building. w+ 


The sienal unit was estimated to have a strength of abo 


was &@ Slgnal unit. + 


ommént. The information on the barracks installation is correct, The Arty 
eet S5u7 was probably activated in the fall ef 1951. The heterogeneous equipment 
indicates either a cadre unit or training unit. The organization of the first 
battalion, which has batteries equipped with six cuns, is notewerthy, The infor- 
mation that tie 1929 through 1931 classes are serving is considered correct. 


25X Les Somment. The information on the engineer service color is cerrect. The 


25X11 


estetich Castle in Keszthely was ereviously reccrted as quartering the Infantry 
ket) . The engineer battalion ani the signal 
unit are reported for the first time. 
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